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TO  THE 


RIGHT  HONOURABLE  LORD  BALEOUR  OF  BURLEIGH , 
HER  MAJESTY'S  SECRETARY  OF  STATE 
FOR  SCOTLAND. 


My  Lord, 

I beg  leave  to  offer  myself  as  a Candidate 
for  the  Chair  of  Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics  in 
Glasgow  University,  rendered  vacant  by  the  death  of 
Professor  Matthew  Charteris. 

I am  forty-six  years  of  age,  and  a graduate  of  the 
University  of  Glasgow,  having  received  the  degree  of 
M.B.  in  1872,  and  M.D.  in  1877.  I am  also  a Fellow 
of  the  Faculty  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  of  Glasgow. 
My  professional  education  was  conducted  in  Glasgow 
University,  and  was  supplemented  by  a winter’s  residence 
for  study  in  Berlin,  and  by  a year’s  work  as  House 
Physician  and  House  Surgeon  in  Glasgow  Royal  In- 
firmary. 

I was  two  years  in  practice  in  South  Africa,  and  have 
for  the  past  twenty  years  been  in  active  practice  in  this 
city.  At  Anderson’s  College  Dispensary,  to  which,  in 
1879,  I became  Physician  for  Skin  Diseases,  and  sub- 
sequently at  the  Central  Dispensary,  I have  treated  over 
5000  cases,  and  held  a regular  weekly  clinique  during  the 
Summer  and  Winter  Sessions. 

In  May,  1880,  I was  appointed  Assistant  to  the  Pro- 
fessor of  Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics  in  Glasgow 
University  ; in  this  office  my  work  brought  me  into 
intimate  contact  with  students,  and  gave  me  a thorough 
familiarity  with  the  usual  methods  of  teaching.  During 
two  whole  years,  while  Professor  Charteris  was  laid  aside 
through  illness,  I had  entire  charge  of  the  classes, 
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delivered  my  own  Lectures,  and  conducted  the  Class 
Examinations  and  the  Examinations  for  Graduation. 

In  August,  1888,  I succeeded  Professor  James  Morton 
in  the  Chair  of  Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics  in 
Anderson’s  College,  the  oldest  of  the  “ extra-mural  ” 
medical  schools  in  Glasgow;  this  chair  I held  for  five 
years.  I have  thus  had  thirteen  years’  experience  in  the 
teaching  of  Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics. 

In  February  1890,  I was  appointed  (and  still  am)  one 
of  the  Visiting  Physicians  to  the  Victoria  Infirmary, 
Glasgow  ; I am  thus  in  the  happy  position  of  being  able 
to  demonstrate  practically  to  students  the  principles  of 
treatment  laid  down  to  them  in  the  lecture-room. 

Since  March,  1890,  I have  been  an  Examiner  in 
Materia  Medica  for  the  Faculty  of  Physicians  and 
Surgeons,  Glasgow,  and  for  the  Royal  College  of  Phy- 
sicians and  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons,  Edinburgh. 
I am  also  Examiner  in  Dermatology  for  the  Fellowship 
of  the  Faculty  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  Glasgow. 

In  1878  I became  closely  connected  with  the  manage- 
ment of  the  Glasgow  Medical  Journal,  and  from  1882  till 
1889  I acted  as  Joint-Editor  of  that  Journal. 

I append  a list  of  contributions  I have  made  to 
medical  literature,  together  with  testimonals  in  support 
of  my  present  candidature,  and  would  only  add  that,  if 
appointed  to  the  office  I seek,  no  effort  will  be  spared  on 
my  part  to  maintain  the  reputation  and  traditions  of  the 
Glasgow  University  Medical  School. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  Lordship’s  obedient  Servant, 

ALEX.  NAPIER. 


Rosebank,  Crosshill, 

Glasgow,  June,  1897. 


CONTRIBUTIONS  BY  DR.  NAPIER  TO 
MEDICAL  LITERATURE. 


1.  Physiology  and  Pathology  of  the  Sympathetic  System  of  Nerves. 

By  Prof.  A.  Eulenburg  and  Dr.  P.  Guttmann.  1879. 
Pp.  146.  Translated  by  Dr.  A.  Napier. 

It  was  for  this  work  that  the  Astley  Cooper  prize  for  1877 
was  originally  awarded,  a decision,  however,  which  was  subse- 
quently overthrown  on  the  technical  ground  that  the  essay 
was  the  work  of  two  authors,  and  not  of  one  only,  as  the 
terms  of  Sir  A.  Cooper’s  will  were  found  to  require. 

2.  A Handbook  of  Physical  Diagnosis,  comprising  the  Throat, 

Thorax,  and  Abdomen.  By  Dr.  P.  Guttmann.  Translated 
from  the  third  German  edition,  for  the  New  Sydenham  Society, 
by  Dr.  A.  Napier.  1879.  Pp-  44i- 


3.  On  the  Use  of  Chrysophanic  Acid  Internally  in  Psoriasis.  Lancet. 

26th  May,  1882. 

4.  Eczema  of  the  Nipple.  Glasgow  Medical  Journal.  September 

1882. 

5.  Case  of  Purpura.  Glasgow  Medical  Journal.  February,  1883. 

6.  Vaccinal  Eruptions.  Glasgow  Medical  Journal.  June,  1883. 

7.  Purulent  Pneumonia,  due  to  Foreign  Body  in  Bronchus.  Glasgow 

Medical  Journal.  January,  1885. 

8.  The  Oleates.  Glasgow  Medical  J ournal.  April,  1885. 

9.  Case  of  Advanced  Aortic  Disease.  Glasgow  Medical  Journal. 

May,  1885. 

10.  Intercurrent  Hepatitis  and  Retained  Gall-Stones.  British  Medical 

Journal.  8th  May,  1886. 

11.  Case  of  Bilharzia  Haematobia.  Glasgow  Medical  Journal 

December,  1887. 
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12.  Case  of  Mediastinal  Tumour  presenting  certain  of  the  features  of 

Hodgkin’s  Disease  in  a patient  who  had  suffered  from  Genuine 
Rheumatic  Attacks.  [With  Dr.  J.  L.  Steven.]  Glasgow 
Medical  Journal.  Dec.,  1889. 

13.  Demonstration  of  Koch’s  Method  of  Treatment  in  the  Victoria 

Infirmary.  Lancet.  20th  December,  1890. 

14.  Cases  treated  by  Koch’s  Method  in  the  Victoria  Infirmary, 

Glasgow.  Glasgow  Medical  Journal.  May,  1891. 

15.  Notes  of  a case  of  Myxoedema  treated  by  subcutaneous  injections 

of  an  extract  of  sheep’s  thyroid.  Glasgow  Medical  Journal. 
September,  1892. 

16.  Selection  of  Thyroid  Gland  for  Administration  in  Myxoedema. 

Lancet.  4th  February,  1893. 

17.  Diuresis  and  Increased  Excretion  of  Urea  in  the  Thyroid  Treat- 

ment of  Myxoedema.  La?icet.  30th  February,  1893. 

18.  Seven  cases  of  Myxoedema  treated  by  Thyroid  Feeding.  Glasgow 

Medical  J 'ournal.  August,  1894. 

19.  Chorea  in  Young  Women.  Glasgow  Medical  Journal.  February, 

1897. 

20.  Case  of  Lupus  of  Naso-Pharynx  in  a Syphilitic  Subject  treated 

mainly  by  Tuberculin.  Glasgow  Medical  Journal.  February, 
1897. 

21.  Numerous  Reviews  and  Translations  in  Glasgow  Medical  Journal ', 

1878-97.  These  include  “Medical  Items”  (relating  chiefly  to 
Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics),  which  appeared  monthly, 
1878-85  ; the  Periscope  of  Dermatology,  and  that  of  Materia 
Medica  and  Therapeutics,  1886-88  ; and  Abstracts  on  Skin 
Diseases,  1889-97. 


CONTENTS. 


PAGE 

From  the  Very  Rev.  John  Caird,  D.D.,  Principal  and  Vice- 

Chancellor,  Glasgow  University,  9 

From  Professors  of  the  Medical  Faculty,  Glasgow 

University,-  - - - - - 10 

From  Matthew  Charteris,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Materia 

Medica  and  Therapeutics,  University  of  Glasgow,  - 1 1 

From  W.  T.  Gairdner,  M.D.,  LL.D.,  Physician  in  Ordinary 
to  Her  Majesty  the  Queen  in  Scotland  ; Professor  of 
Practice  of  Medicine,  Glasgow  University  ; Physician 
to  Glasgow  Western  Infirmary,  - - - - 12 

From  William  Leishman,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Midwifery, 
Glasgow  University  ; Physician  for  Diseases  of  Women. 
Glasgow  Western  Infirmary,  - - - 13 

From  John  G.  M‘Kendrick,  M.D.,  LL.D.,  F.R.S.,  Professor 

of  Institutes  of  Medicine,  University  of  Glasgow,  - 14 

From  John  Cleland,  M.D.,  LL.D.,  F.R.S.,  D.Sc.,  Professor 

of  Anatomy,  University  of  Glasgow,  - - - 15 

From  Joseph  Coats,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Pathology,  Glasgow 
University  ; Editor  of  the  Glasgow  Medical  Journal ; 
Pathologist,  Western  Infirmary  (formerly  in  the  Royal 
Infirmary),  - - - - - - 16 

From  Sir  B.  Ward  Richardson,  M.D.,  LL.D.,  F.R.S.,  - 17 

From  Hector  C.  Cameron,  M.D.,  Surgeon  and  Lecturer  on 
Clinical  Surgery,  Western  Infirmary,  Glasgow;  Surgeon 
to  the  Glasgow  Hospital  for  Sick  Children  ; Consulting 
Surgeon  to  the  Royal  Lunatic  Asylum,  Gartnavel,  Glas- 
gow ; formerly  Examiner  in  Surgery  in  the  University 
of  Glasgow, 
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From  James  FlNLAYSON,  M.D.,  Physician  and  Lecturer  on 
Clinical  Medicine  in  the  Glasgow  Western  Infirmary  ; 
Physician  to  the  Glasgow  Hospital  for  Sick  Children  ; 
Honorary  Librarian  to  the  Faculty  of  Physicians  and 
Surgeons,  Glasgow,  - - - - 19 

From  H.  KOSSEL,  M.D.,  Assistant  in  the  Royal  Institute  for 

Infectious  Diseases,  Berlin,  - - - - 19 

From  J.  Yule  Mackay,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Anatomy, 

University  College,  Dundee,  - - - - 20 

From  Medical  Practitioners  in  Glasgow  and  Vicinity,  - 21 

From  Practitioners  who  were  formerly  University  Students 

under  Dr.  Napier,  - - - - - 22 

From  Practitioners  who  were  formerly  Andersonian  Students 

under  Dr.  Napier,  - - - - 24 


Note. — Some  of  the  following  Testimonials , given  to  me  by  the 
Principal,  Professors,  and  others  connected  with  the  Glasgow 
University  in  1888,  when  I was  a candidate  for  the  Chair 
in  A nder soiis  College,  I am  now  specially  permitted  to 
reprint;  this  permission  is  indicated  clearly  at  the  head 
of  each  testimonial  so  reprinted . 

A.  N. 


TESTIMONIALS. 

(. Reprinted  by  permission.) 

From  the  Very  Rev.  John  Caird,  D.D.,  Principal  and 
Vice-Chancellor,  Glasgow  University. 

The  University, 
Glasgow,  18th  July,  1888. 

Dr.  Alexander  Napier  has  been  for  a considerable 
period  Assistant  to  the  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  in 
this  University,  and  for  two  years,  during  the  absence  of 
the  Professor  from  illness,  has  acted  as  his  substitute.  In 
the  latter  capacity  he  has  delivered  the  usual  courses  of 
Systematic  Lectures,  conducted  the  Practical  Course,  pre- 
pared the  Students  for  examination,  and  acted  as  one  of 
the  Examiners  for  graduation.  Of  course,  I can  speak  of 
his  technical  knowledge  and  ability  only  from  hearsay,  but 
I know  that  he  has  proved  a singularly  successful  teacher, 
bringing  to  the  duties  of  the  chair  a comprehensive  and 
thorough  knowledge  of  his  subject,  and  presenting  it  to 
the  students  in  a lucid  and  interesting  manner.  From  all 
I can  learn,  he  has  succeeded  not  only  in  sustaining  their 
attention,  but  in  gaining  their  respect  and  gratitude.  Of 
his  literary  qualifications,  and  his  general  standing  in  the 
profession,  I leave  it  to  more  competent  judges  to  speak  ; 
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but  I know  that  he  has  done  his  work  in  this  place  well, 
and  I feel  assured  that  the  experience  he  has  gained  here 
must  have  greatly  added  to  his  other  qualifications  for  the 
Professorship  to  which  he  now  aspires. 

JOHN  CAIRD. 


Joint  Testimonial  from  PROFESSORS  of  the  MEDICAL 
Faculty,  Glasgow  University. 

{Reprinted  by  permission  of  the  surviving  subscribers.) 

THE  GOVERNORS  OE  ANDERSON'S  COLLEGE . GLASGOW. 

Gentlemen, 

Understanding  that  Dr.  ALEXANDER 
NAPIER  is  a candidate  for  the  Professorship  of  Materia 
Medica  in  Anderson’s  College,  vacant  by  the  resignation  of 
Dr.  James  Morton,  we,  the  undersigned,  Professors  of  the 
Medical  Faculty  of  Glasgow  University,  desire  to  bear 
testimony  to  his  qualifications  for  the  office. 

Dr.  Napier’s  position  in  the  profession  is  well  shown  by 
the  fact  that  he  was  selected  to  fill  the  important  post  of 
co-Editor  to  the  local  Medical  Journal  ; but  it  is  chiefly 
on  our  knowledge  of  him  as  substitute  for  Professor 
Charteris  that  our  opinion  as  to  his  fitness  for  the  vacant 
chair  is  founded.  For  two  years  he  performed  all  the 
duties  of  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  in  this  school  with 
the  greatest  acceptance,  both  to  the  numerous  students 
attending  the  class  and  all  his  colleagues.  Dr.  Napier  not 
only  gave  the  Systematic  Lectures,  but  conducted  the 
Practical  Course  and  all  the  Examinations  for  Graduation. 
He  thus  acquired  much  experience  in  all  the  duties  of  the 
chair,  and  is  fully  prepared  at  once  to  undertake  the  work 
in  Anderson’s  College.  This  fact,  as  it  appears  to  us,  is 
a very  important  claim.  Having  the  most  complete  con- 


fidence  in  Dr.  Napier’s  ability  and  tact,  and  knowing  as 
we  do  his  character  and  professional  standing,  we  venture 
most  respectfully  to  press  his  claims  on  your  kind 
consideration. 

We  are,  your  obedient  Servants, 

Sir  GEO.  H.  B.  MACLEOD, 

Prof,  of  Surgery. 

T.  M‘CALL  ANDERSON, 

Prof,  of  Clinical  Medicine. 

P.  A.  SIMPSON, 

Prof,  of  Medical  Jurisprudence. 

GEORGE  BUCHANAN, 

Prof,  of  Clinical  Surgery. 

M.  CHARTERIS, 

Prof,  of  Materia  Medica. 


From  Matthew  CHARTERIS,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Materia 
Medica  and  Therapeutics , University  of  Glasgow. 

3 Kirklke  Gardens, 
Glasgow,  16th  July,  1888. 

Dear  Dr.  Napier, — I have  pleasure  in  signing,  with 
my  colleagues,  the  joint  testimonial  in  your  favour  ; and  I 
also  embrace  the  present  opportunity  offered  to  me  of 
recording  my  opinion  of  your  qualifications  for  the  Chair 
of  Materia  Medica  in  Anderson’s  College. 

I have  known  you  intimately  since  I came  to  Glasgow, 
and  my  knowledge  of  your  abilities  led  me  to  request  you 
to  act  with  me  when  I received,  eight  years  ago,  my 
present  University  appointment.  Our  intercourse  has 
been  of  the  most  pleasant  and  cordial  character.  In  the 
winter  you  aided  me  in  the  class  work,  and  in  the  summer 
you  always  relieved  me  of  the  greater  part  of  the  duties. 


More  especially  I am  indebted  to  you  for  the  manner  in 
which  you  acted  for  me  during  my  illness. 

I have  had  many  opportunities  of  observing  how  your 
services  were  valued  by  those  you  instructed,  and  how  able 
and  efficient  were  your  prelections  to  them.  I can  thus 
testify,  not  merely  to  your  thorough  knowledge  of  Thera- 
peutics, Materia  Medica,  and  Pharmacy,  but  also  to  the 
lucid  and  interesting  manner  in  which  you  convey  this  to 
others.  You  have  secured  the  warm  gratitude  of  the 
students  by  smoothing  away  difficulties  connected  with 
their  studies  in  the  class  room,  and  in  the  details  of  the 
laboratory  you  have  been  an  expert  demonstrator. 

For  the  vacant  chair  you  have  a strong  claim — by  your 
experience  of  kindred  work,  by  your  literary  ability,  by 
your  knowledge  of  modern  languages,  and  by  the 
enthusiasm  you  carry  to  every  duty  you  undertake. 

I trust  your  application  may  be  successful. 

Believe  me,  yours  faithfully, 

MATTHEW  CHARTERIS. 


(. Reprinted,  by  permission). 

From  W.  T.  Gairdner,  M.D.,  LL.D.,  F.R.S.,  Physician  in 
Ordinary  to  Her  Majesty  the  Queen  in  Scotland ; 
Professor  of  Practice  of  Medicine,  Glasgow  University ; 
Physician  to  Glasgow  Western  Infirmary. 

University  of  Glasgow, 
17th  July,  1888. 

Dr.  NAPIER  has  for  a good  many  years  acted  as  Assistant 
to  the  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  in  this  University,  and 
during  the  illness  of  the  Professor  he  conducted  the  class  in 
a way  that  was  altogether  satisfactory  to  all  concerned.  In 
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the  Laboratory  work,  which  is  very  thoroughly  organized, 
Dr.  Napier  has  had  a large  share,  and  from  what  I 
personally  know  of  his  capacity  for  investigation  and 
his  popularity  as  a teacher,  I am  convinced  that  he  is 
well  qualified  to  fill  a chair  of  Materia  Medica.  As  a 
practitioner  also,  and  as  a private  friend  and  colleague, 
he  has  all  the  requisite  qualities  to  secure  both  respect 
and  attachment. 

W.  T.  GAIRDNER. 


From  William  Leishman,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Midwifery, 
Glasgow  University ; Physician  for  Diseases  of 
Women , Glasgow  Western  Infirmary. 

n Woodside  Crescent, 
Glasgow,  16th  July,  1888. 

Dear  Dr.  Napier,— I have  no  hesitation  in  adding 
my  testimony  to  that  of  those  who  know  you  even  better 
than  I do,  as  to  your  fitness  to  discharge  with  eminent 
ability  the  duties  of  the  Chair  of  Materia  Medica,  now 
vacant  in  Anderson’s  College,  Glasgow. 

Having  discharged,  during  the  prolonged  illness  of 
Professor  Charteris,  the  entire  duties  of  the  chair  here 
for  two  Sessions,  you  have  had  experience  of  the  work 
superior,  I should  imagine,  to  any  other  possible  candidate. 
The  manner  in  which  these  duties  were  fulfilled,  and  the 
tact  with  which  the  discipline  of  the  classes  was  maintained, 
under  circumstances  which  might  have  proved  difficult  in 
less  capable  hands,  merited,  and  obtained,  warm  and 
universal  approval.  I may  add,  further,  that  having 
been  appointed  by  the  Senate  to  act  along  with  you  in 
conducting  the  Degree  examinations,  I had  an  opportunity 
of  testing  by  observation  your  ability  to  discharge  the 
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functions  of  an  examiner — not  the  least  important  of 
professorial  duties — and  had  no  hesitation  in  coming 
to  the  conclusion  that  your  methods  of  examination 
were  both  thorough  and  judicious.  Along  with  this,  the 
fact  of  your  having  a complete  course  of  lectures  in 
readiness,  with  everything  brought  up  to  the  present  day, 
seems  to  me  to  mark  you  as  a candidate  whose  claim  it 
would  be  difficult  to  surpass. 

Believe  me,  dear  Dr.  Napier,  yours  most  faithfully, 

WILLIAM  LEISHMAN. 


{Reprinted,  by  permission ). 

From  John  G.  M‘Kendkick,  M.D.,  LL.D.,  F.R.S.,  Professor 
of  Institutes  of  Medicine , University  of  Glasgow. 

University  of  Glasgow, 
17th  July,  1888. 

I HAVE  much  pleasure  in  stating  that  Dr.  NAPIER  appears 
to  me  to  be  highly  qualified  for  the  duties  of  the  Chair  of 
Materia  Medica  in  Anderson’s  College.  He  has  had  great 
experience  in  teaching  the  subject  to  large  classes  of 
students,  and  I have  reason  to  believe  that  his  lectures 
were  highly  appreciated. 

His  knowledge  of  the  subject  of  Materia  Medica  is  wide 
and  accurate,  and  he  has,  in  my  opinion,  a clear  view  of  its 
relative  importance  to  other  branches  of  Medical  Science. 

He  has  devoted  special  attention  to  the  study  of  the 
physiological  and  therapeutical  action  of  drugs,  and  is 
quite  familiar  with  the  results  of  modern  inquiry  in  this 
rapidly  advancing  department  of  the  subject.  Dr.  Napier 
is  a man  of  great  general  erudition,  familiar  with  French 
and  German  medical  literature,  and  he  possesses  soundness 
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of  judgment  and  ability  for  active  work.  Considering  his 
special  training,  I know  no  one  more  likely  to  do  justice  to 
the  duties  of  the  chair  and  to  strengthen  the  Medical 
Faculty  of  Anderson’s  College. 

JOHN  G.  M‘KENDRICK. 


[Reprinted,  by  permission'). 

From  John  Cleland,  M.D.,  LL.D.,  F.R.S.,  D. Sc., Professor 
of  Anatomy,  University  of  Glasgozv. 

University, 

Glasgow,  17th  July,  1888. 

Understanding  that  Dr.  Napier  is  a candidate  for  the 
vacant  Chair  of  Materia  Medica  in  Anderson’s  College,  it 
gives  me  much  pleasure  to  state  that  I know  that  both  in 
the  management  for  several  years  of  the  class  of  Practical 
Pharmacy  in  this  University,  and  as  Lecturer  on  Materia 
Medica  during  sessions  in  which  he  acted  as  substitute  for 
the  Professor,  Dr.  Napier  has  proved  himself  an  exceed- 
ingly excellent  teacher,  and  made  himself  most  acceptable 
to  the  students.  He  has  a wide  and  thorough  knowledge 
of  Medical  Science.  He  has  not  only  engaged  in  original 
research,  but  has  done,  in  connection  with  the  Glasgow 
Medical  Journal , a large  amount  of  good  work,  which  has 
both  benefited  the  profession  and  taught  himself  the  habit 
and  method  of  maintaining  acquaintance  with  the  progress 
of  Therapeutics  on  the  Continent.  Should  he  be  successful 
in  obtaining  the  chair  which  he  seeks,  he  will  bring  both 
experience  and  high  ability  to  the  performance  of  its  duties, 
and  Anderson’s  College  will  find  in  him  a sound,  energetic, 
and  practical  Professor. 


JOHN  CLELAND. 
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[Reprinted  by  permission.) 

From  Joseph  Coats,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Pathology , 
Glasgozv  University  ; Editor  of  the  “ Glasgow  Medical 
Journal" ; Pathologist , Western  Infirmary  (formerly 
in  the  Royal  Infirmary ). 

31  Lynedoch  Street,  Lynedoch  Crescent, 
Glasgow,  18th  July,  1888. 

I HAVE  been  for  many  years  intimately  acquainted  with 
Dr.  Alexander  Napier,  and  have  been  a close  and  in- 
terested observer  of  his  work.  My  impressions  of  his  ability 
and  thoroughness  are  of  the  most  favourable.  He  is  a man 
of  exceptional  energy,  and  unites  with  this  a keen  intellect 
and  uncommon  literary  ability.  He  has  devoted  himself 
to  the  subject  of  Materia  Medica,  and  has  acted  as  sub- 
stitute for  Professor  Charteris  during  his  absence  for  two 
sessions.  I am  able  to  say  that  on  this  subject  Dr.  Napier 
is  thoroughly  conversant  with  all  the  existing  literature, 
both  English  and  Foreign,  and  that  he  has  in  the  highest 
degree  the  faculty  of  making  use  of  his  extensive  infor- 
mation. He  has  been  some  years  associated  with  me  in 
conducting  the  Glasgozv  Medical  Journal , and  I have  often 
admired  his  admirable  grasp  of  facts,  and  his  power  of 
methodical  arrangement  and  expression. 

I believe  that  Dr.  Napier  is  a very  acceptable  lecturer, 
and  that  he  has  been  most  successful  in  conducting  the 
classes  of  Dr.  Charteris.  I have  no  doubt  that  Anderson’s 
College  would  find  in  Dr.  Napier  a Professor  of  unflagging 
energy  and  devotion,  and  one  specially  qualified  to  manage 
students.  I have  only  to  add  that  Dr.  Napier’s  personal 
qualities  are  all  that  can  be  desired.  During  the  years  of 
close  association  in  managing  the  Journal  there  has  never 
been  the  slightest  approach  to  anything  like  disagreement, 
and  our  intimacy  has  been  of  the  most  cordial  character. 

JOSEPH  COATS. 
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From  Sir  B.  Ward  Richardson,  M.D.,  LL.D.,  F.R.S. 

25  Manchester  Square, 
London,  i 6th  July,  1888. 

It  gives  me  unusual  pleasure  and  satisfaction  to  recommend 
the  claims  of  Dr.  Alexander  Napier  as  a candidate  for 
the  Chair  of  Materia  Medica  in  Anderson’s  College, 
Glasgow. 

Dr.  Napier  has  long  been  one  of  the  able  Editors  of  the 
Glasgow  Medical  Journal , and  in  that  position  has  not  only 
given  proof  of  sound  practical  learning  in  medicine — guided 
by  a scholarly  mind — but  of  special  learning,  equally7  sound 
and  practical,  in  that  department  of  medicine  in  which  he 
now  seeks  to  be  a Professor. 

In  addition,  Dr.  Napier  has  gone  through  the  excellent 
training,  so  essential  to  successful  work,  of  Assistant  Pro- 
fessor of  Materia  Medica  in  the  University  of  Glasgow.  In 
that  important  post  he  had  for  two  years  entire  charge  of 
the  Materia  Medica  Class,  delivering  his  own  lectures  and 
conducting  examinations  in  such  a manner  as  to  win  the 
warmest  approbation  of  all  who  heard  him  and  had  the 
benefit  of  his  instruction. 

Stronger  claims  I could  not  urge,  but  I may  supplement 
by  saying  that  should  Dr.  Napier  be  elected  he  will  enter 
on  his  duties  in  the  prime  of  life,  and,  by  the  energy7, 
industry,  and  punctuality  he  is  sure  to  display,  will  afford, 
by  example,  as  useful  lessons  as  could  possibly  be  desired  in 
those  sterling  qualities  of  a medical  career. 


B.  W,  RICHARDSON. 
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[Reprinted  by  permission.) 

From  HECTOR  C.  Cameron,  M.D.,  Surgeon  and  Lecturer 
on  Clinical  Surgery , Western  Infirmary , Glasgow ; 
Surgeon  to  the  Glasgow  Hospital  for  Sick  Children  ; 
Consulting  Surgeon  to  the  Royal  Lunatic  Asylum , 
Gartnavel , Glasgow  ; formerly  Examiner  in  Surgery 
in  the  University  of  Glasgow. 


203  Bath  Street, 
Glasgow,  i 6th  July,  1888. 

Dr.  Alexander  Napier  has  been  long  intimately  known 
to  me,  and  it  gives  me  much  pleasure  to  comply  with  a 
request  which  he  has  made  that  I should  bear  testimony 
to  his  fitness  to  occupy  the  Chair  of  Materia  Medica  in 
Anderson’s  College. 

In  his  capacity  of  Editor  of  the  Glasgow  Medical  Journal \ 
and  in  his  published  writings,  he  has  given  proof  of  literary 
ability,  as  well  as  wide  knowledge  of  theoretical  medical 
science  ; while,  in  the  conduct  of  a large  general  practice 
he  has  had  abundant  opportunity  of  becoming  acquainted 
with  the  facts  of  disease,  and  the  uses  and  value  of  thera- 
peutic agents  in  relation  to  them. 

If  any  other  preparation  be  necessary  in  the  case  of  one 
aspiring  to  the  position  in  question,  it  is  that  he  should 
have  had  some  experience  of  the  performance  of  similar 
duties  previously  ; and  in  this  fact  lies,  perhaps,  Dr. 
Napier’s  strongest  claim.  He  has  for  two  years  conducted 
all  the  duties  of  the  corresponding  chair  in  the  University 
of  Glasgow  to  the  complete  satisfaction  of  all  concerned. 

For  these  reasons,  it  appears  to  me  that  Dr.  Napier’s 
application  is  one  based  upon  very  strong  grounds,  and  I 
heartily  wish  him  success  in  it. 

HECTOR  C.  CAMERON. 


( Reprinted  by  permission .) 


From  James  Finlayson,  M.D.,  Physician  and  Lecturer  on 
Clinical  Medicine  in  the  Glasgow  Western  Infirmary ; 
Physician  to  the  Glasgow  Hospital  for  Sick  Children ; 
Honorary  Librarian  to  the  Faculty  of  Physicians  and 
Surgeons , Glasgow. 

2 Woodside  Place, 
Glasgow,  W.,  i 6th  July,  1888. 

In  supporting  the  application  of  Dr.  ALEXANDER  NAPIER 
for  the  Chair  of  Materia  Medica  in  Anderson’s  College,  I 
can  only  say,  from  much  personal  knowledge,  that  he  is  a 
man  of  great  general  ability,  that  for  years  he  has  applied 
himself  assiduously  to  the  study  of  Materia  Medica,  and 
that  he  has  had  much  experience  and  success  in  teaching 
the  subject  at  our  University,  not  only  as  an  Assistant,  but 
also  on  a more  independent  footing. 

These  qualifications  are  well  known  to  the  profession 
here,  and  they  seem  to  me  to  afford  much  support  to  his 
application. 

JAMES  FINLAYSON. 


From  H.  KOSSEL,  M.D.,  Assistant  in  the  Royal  Institute 
for  Infectious  Diseases , Berlin. 

Burggrafen  Strasse  5, 

Berlin,  W.,  June,  1897. 

Dear  Dr.  Napier, — It  gives  me  much  pleasure  to 
add  my  testimony  to  that  of  your  countrymen,  though  it 
seems  to  me  that  the  latter  already  give  the  clearest 
evidence  of  your  fitness  for  the  Chair  of  Materia  Medica 
and  Therapeutics  in  Glasgow  University. 
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Knowing  you  personally,  and  as  a scientific  author,  I 
am  convinced  that  you  are  the  right  man  for  this 
important  post.  Being  a hospital  physician,  you  have  the 
advantage  of  demonstrating  practically  what  you  teach  in 
the  lecture-room,  though  I think  that  by  the  power  of 
lucid  expression  alone  you  are  capable  of  thoroughly 
impressing  your  knowledge  on  the  minds  of  the  students. 
Moreover,  your  knowledge  of  foreign  languages  enables 
you  to  follow  without  difficulty  the  progress  of  Thera- 
peutics in  other  countries. 

For  all  these  reasons  I hope  for  the  sake  of  the 
Glasgow  University,  as  well  as  for  your  own,  that  your 
application  may  be  successful. — Yours  truly, 

H.  KOSSEL. 


From  JOHN  Yule  Mackay,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Anatomy, 
University  College , Dundee  ; formerly  Assistant  to  the 
Professor  of  Anatomy,  Glasgow  University. 

University  College, 
Dundee,  June  17th,  1897. 

I HAD  the  good  fortune  as  a student  to  work  under  Dr. 
NAPIER  when  he  first  became  Assistant  in  the  class  of 
Therapeutics,  and  I willingly  avail  myself  of  this  oppor- 
tunity of  testifying  to  my  admiration  of  his  powers  as  a 
teacher,  and  of  giving  expression  to  my  feelings  of 
personal  indebtedness  to  him.  Over  all  who  sat  under 
him  he  exercised  a strong  influence,  and  I do  not  know 
one  of  his  old  students  who  does  not  gratefully  acknow- 
ledge his  services,  and  accord  to  him  an  honoured  place 
among  his  teachers. 

My  own  more  recent  association  with  him  as  a friend 
and  a fellow-assistant  has  given  rise  on  my  part  to  a 
feeling  of  warm  regard  towards  him. 
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Dr.  Napier  has  been  so  long  associated  with  the  particular 
department  of  the  University  to  which  he  now  seeks  to 
return,  and  the  work  he  has  done  has  been  so  thorough 
and  so  acceptable  that  I,  in  common  I am  sure  with  all 
who  have  had  an  opportunity  of  appreciating  his  abilities, 
shall  rejoice  to  hear  of  his  appointment  to  the  chair. 

JOHN  YULE  MACKAY. 


Testimonial  from  MEDICAL  PRACTITIONERS  in  Glasgow 

and  the  Vicinity. 


We,  the  undersigned  Practitioners  of  Medicine,  desire 
to  express  by  this  testimonial  our  sense  of  Dr.  Napier’s 
ability  as  a teacher,  and  lecturer  on  Materia  Medica 
and  Therapeutics,  and  our  hope  that  he  may  be 
successful  in  his  present  candidature. 


Black,  Professor  D.  Campbell,  M.D., 
F.F.P.S.G. 

Burns,  John,  F.F.P.S.G. 

Brownlee,  John,  M.A.,  M.B.,  c.  M. 
Bruce,  R.  Wilson,  L.F.P.S.G. 
Burges,  L.,  l. f.p.s.g.,l.r.c. p.&s.e. 
Cameron,  Alex.,  L. r.c.p.e. 
Caldwell,  John,  m.d. 

Couper,  David,  M.D. , c.M. 

Clark,  S.  P.,  I..F.P.S.G.,  L. R.C.P.E., 

L. S.A. 

Crawford,  Wm. , M.D. 

Dittmar,  Fred.,  M.A.,  M.D. 
Dunlop,  John,  M.D. 

Duncan,  E.,  m.d.  c.M.,  f.f.p.s.g. 
Douglas,  John  C.,  M.B.,  L.  r.c.s.e. 

Dalziel,  Professor  T.  Kennedy, 

M. B.,  C.M. 

Erskine,  James,  M.A.,  M.B.,  c.M. 
Fotheringham,  John,  M.B.,  c.M. 


Forrest,  R.  W.,  m.d. 

Forrest,  W.,  M.B.,  c.M. 

Forrest,  R.  Wardrop,  M.B.,  c.M. 
Frew,  Wm.,  m.d. 

Frew,  R.  Scott,  m.b. , c.M. 

Gibson,  E.  V.,  m.d. 

Grant,  Wm.,  m.d. 

Greenhill,  Robt. , m.b.,  c.M. 

Gilmour,  Thos.  F. , l.f.p.s.g., 

l.r.c.  P.E. 

Grange,  W.  D’Oyly,  M.D. , C.M. 
Haldane,  Wm.,  m.d.,f. r.c.p.e.j.p. 

Hamilton,  James,  m.b.,  c.M., 

f.f.p.s.g. 

Howie,  J.  Lindsay,  M.B.,  C.M. 

Henderson,  T.  Brown,  M.D,, 
F.F.  P.S.G. 

Johnston,  Arch.,  m.b. , c.M. 

King,  C.  G.,  M.B.,  C. M.,  I. .R.C.S.E., 
D.  PH. 
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Logie,  J.  W.,  M.B.,  c.m. 

Lapraik,  Geo.,  M.B.,  c.m. 

Laird,  A.  J.,  M.B.,  c.m. 

Lyness,  E.  Dorothea,  m.b.,  c.m. 
Lapraik,  Thos. , M.D. 

Love,  James  Kerr,  m.d. 

Meiklem,  J . P. , l.  r.  c.  p.  e.  , l.  f.  p.  s.  g. 
Mathie,  John,  L.F.P.S.G. 

Mitchell,  John,  L.F.P.S.G. 

Moir,  W.  B.,  m.d. 

Murdoch,  A.  M.,  m.d. 

Miller,  Alex.,  L.R.C.P.E.,  L.F.P.S.G. 
Martin,  John  H.,  M.B.,  C.M. 
M‘Ewan,  James,  m.b.,  c.m. 
Macleod,  D. , m.d. 

Macaulay,  D. , m.b.,  c.m. 
Mackintosh,  W.  A.,  m.b.,  c.m. 

M ‘Kee,  T. , l.  f.  p.  s.  g.  , l.  r.  c.  p.  &s.  e. 
M‘Harg,  W.  Edgar,  m.b.,  c.m. 

Macfarlane,  Wm.  D.,  L.F.P.S.G., 
L.R.C.S.E. 

M‘Millan,  Edward,  l.r.c.s.e. 

M‘Laughlin,  Michael,  L.F.P.S.G., 
L.R.C.P.  & S.E. 

M‘Laren,  Hugh,  M.B. , c.m. 

Maclaren,  J.  D.,  M.D.,  l.r.c.s.e., 
F.F.P.S.G. 

Nairn,  John,  M.D. 

Nairne,  J.  Stuart,  F.R.C.s.E. 

Parry,  R.  H.,  L.R.C.P.E.,  l.r.c.s.e. 
F.F.P.S.G. 

Rutherford,  James,  L.F.P.S.G., 
L.R.C.P.  & S.E. 


Rankin,  Alex.,  m.d.,  C.m. 
Robertson,  Hector  M.,  m.b.,  c.m. 
Reid,  W.  L.,  m.d.,  f.f.p.s.G. 

Russell,  Jas.  B.,  b.a. , m.d.,  c.m., 
F.F.P.S.G.,  LL.D. 

Ritchie,  Andrew,  M.D. 

Reid,  Douglas,  l.f.p.s.g.,l.r.c.p.e. 
Ross,  Wm.,  m. b.,  c.m. 

Stewart,  C.  W.,  M.A.,  m.d.,  c.m. 
Shaw,  P.  F.,  L.R.C.P.E.,  L.F.P.S.G. 
Stewart,  D.  P.,  m.r.c.S.,  l.f.p.s.g. 
Sneddon,  Wm. , m.b.,  C.m. 

Smith,  J.  C.  A.,  m.b.,  c.m. 
Smith,  David,  M.D.,  M.R.C.S.E. 

Smith,  P.  C.,  M.A.,  M.D. , D.P.H. 
(Camb. ). 

Thomson,  Geo.  W. , M.D. 

Turner,  G.  A.,  m.d.,  c.m. 
Turnbull,  M.  B.,  M.D. 

Towart,  J.,  L.R.C.P. &S.E.,  l.f.p.s.g. 
Watson,  W.  R.,  l.r.c.s.e., 

L. R.C.P.E. 

Wilson,  J.  G.,  M.A.,  M.B.,  C.M. 

Watson,  Professor  J.  Robertson, 

M.  A. 

Whitson,  James,  M.D. 

Weir,  James,  M.B. , C.M. 
Wardrop,J.,L.F.P.s.G.,L.R.C.P.&S.E. 
Woodburn,  J.  C.,  m.d.,  l.f.p.s.g. 
Wilson,  Robert,  m.d. 

Wallace,  Hugh,  M.B.,  C.M. 

Young,  D.,  M.D. 

Young,  J.  Murray,  M.B.,  C.M. 


Testimonial  from  PRACTITIONERS  who  were  formerly 
University  Students  under  Dr.  Napier. 

We,  the  undersigned,  Graduates  of  the  University  of 
Glasgow,  having  been  students  of  Materia  Medica  and 
Therapeutics  during  Dr.  Napier’s  tenure  of  office,  as 
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Assistant  to  the  late  Professor  Charteris,  desire  to 
express  by  this  testimonial  our  sense  of  Dr.  Napier’s 
ability  as  a teacher,  and  lecturer  on  Materia  Medica  and 
Therapeutics,  and  our  hope  that  he  may  be  successful 
in  his  present  candidature. 


Aird,  Alex.  W.,  M.B.,  c.M. 
Aitken,  Jas.,  M.B.,  c.M. 

Adam,  R.  H.,  m.a.,  m.d. 

Bryce,  Wm.,  m.d. 

Bryce,  Alex.,  M.D.,  D.P.  H.  (Camb.). 
Bryce,  J.  Richmond,  M.D. 

Baird,  S.  J.,  M.B.,  C.M. 
Calderwood,  Robert,  m.b.,  c.m. 

Calderwood,  John  A.,  L.F.P.S.G., 
l.r.c.p.  & S.E. 

Campbell,  Arch.,  m.a.,  m.b.,  c.m. 
Clark,  Wm.,  M.B.,  C.M.,  B.sc.,  M.A. 
Cameron,  John,  M.B.,  C.M. 

Craig,  Daniel,  m.b.,c.m. 

Campbell,  Jas.  J.,  m.d. 

Craig,  A.  Baillie,  M.B. , C.M. 
Craig,  Thos.  C. , M.B. , C.M. 
Crawford,  John  C.,  M.B.,  C.M. 
Carr,  J.  A.,  l.f.p.s.g.,l.r.c.p.&s.e. 
Clark,  George,  M.B.,  C.M. 
Dinsmore,  Wm.,  m.b.,  c.m. 
Dalrymple,  J.  R.,  m.b.,  c.m. 
Dunlop,  James,  m.b.,  c.m.,  m.a. 
Davidson,  Jas.  F.,  m.b.,  l.f.p.s.g., 

L.R.C.P.  & S.E. 

Dodd,  T.,  M.B.,  C.M. 

Dewar,  J.,  M.B.,  c.M. 

Downes,  J.  L.,  m.b.,  c.m. 

Dunn,  Wm.,  M.D. 

Ferguson,  Robt.  T. , m.d. 
Forrester,  W.  R. , M.B. , C.M. 
Forrest,  T.,  m.b.,  c.m.,  f.f.p.s.g. 
Farquharson,  Jas.  D. , M.B.,  c.  M. 
Gordon,  George,  m.b. , c.m. 
Ifalliday,  K.  T.,  M.B.,  C.M. 
Herbertson,  Jas.  C.,  m.a.,  m.d. 
Holden,  J.  E.,  m.b.,  c.m. 

Holme,  Wm.  Jas.,  m.b.,  c.m. 
Harris,  S.  C.,  m.b.,  c.m. 


Jones,  David,  m.b.,  c.m. 

Jago,  J.  M.B.,  C.M. 

Johnston,  Alex.,  M.D. 

Jenkins,  Thos.  W. , m.a.,  m.d. 
Kilpatrick,  R.  R.,  m.b.,  c.m. 
Kirkwood,  James,  m. b.,  c.m. 
Lawson,  J.  B. , m.d. 

Lawson,  Wm.,  m.b.,  c.m. 

Lavery,  Charles,  M.B.,  C.M. 
Lawrie,  James,  M.B.,  c.  M. 
Mathieson,  A.  Lewis,  m.b.,  c.m. 
Marshall,  W.  S.,  m.b. , c.m. 
Martin,  T.  M.,  m.b.,  c.m. 

Miller,  Geo.,  m.b.,  c.m. 

Marshall,  Jas.,  m.b.,  c.m. 

Morton,  J.  Bateman,  m.b.,  c.m. 

Mitchell,  Trafford,  m.d.,  d.p.h. 
(Camb. ) 

Martin,  Wm.,  m.b.,  c.m. 

Muir,  Wm.,  m.b.,  c.m. 

Millar,  Wm.,  m.b.,  c.m. 

Miller,  H.  E.,  m.b.,  c.m. 
M'Houl,  H.  M.,  m.b.,  c.m. 
M‘Conville,  J.S.,  m.a.,  m.d. 
M‘Glashan,  Jas.,  m.b.,  c.m. 
Macfarlane,  Wm.  D.,  m.b.,  c.m. 
Mackay,  Roderick  J.,  m.b.,  c.m. 
Maclean,  J.  W.,  m.b.,  c.m. 

M‘  In  tyre,  Geo.,  m.b.,  c.m. 
Macfarlane,  T.  L.,  m.b.,  c.m. 
M‘Millan,  Wm.,  m.b.,  c.m. 
Nicholson,  W.  T.,  m.b.,  c.m. 
Ness,  W.  F.,  M.A.,  M.B.,  C.M. 
Nisbet,  A.  T.,  m.b.,  c.m. 

Orr,  J.  Fraser,  m.d. 

Pinkerton,  R.  L.,  M.A.,  m.d. 
Primrose,  Wm.,  m.b.,  c.m. 
Roxburgh,  Alex.,  m.b.,  c.m. 
Robertson,  Robert,  m.b.,  c.m. 
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Reid,  John,  M.B.,  c. M. 

Russell,  Douglas  W.,  m.b.,  c.m., 
D.P.H. 

Rankine,  Peter,  m.b.,  c.m. 
Scanlan,  Joseph,  m.b.,  m.s. 
Stewart,  John,  m.b.,  c.m. 

Smith,  A.  Robb,  m.b.,  c.m. 
Smith,  J.  C.  A.,  m.b.,  c.m., 
Sharman,  M.,  M.B.,  C.M., M.R.C.S.E. 
Smith,  John  D. , M.B.,  C.M. 

Smith,  J.  Pender,  m.b.,  c.m. 
Vallance,  John  M.,  m.b.,  c.m. 


Watt,  Thomas,  M.A.,  M.B.,  C.M. 
Whish,  Charles,  m.b.,  c.m. 
Woodburn,  W.  D.,  l.d.s.,  f.p.s.g. 
Wylie,  Alex.,  M.B.,  c.m. 

Whyte,  Martin,  M.B.,  C.M. 

Wilson,  Jas.  A.,  M.B.,  C.M. 
Wilson,  George,  m.b.,  c.m. 
Wallace,  Joseph  B.,  m.b.,  c.m. 
Young,  R.  R.,  m.d. 

Young,  James,  M.D. 

Young,  W.  M ‘Gregor,  M.A.,  m.b., 
c.m. 


Testimonial  from  PRACTITIONERS  who  were  formerly 
Andersonian  Students  under  Dr.  Napier. 


We,  the  undersigned,  Practitioners  of  Medicine,  having 
been  students  during  Dr.  Napier’s  tenure  of  office 
as  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics  in 
Anderson’s  College  Medical  School,  desire  to  express 
by  this  testimonial  our  sense  of  Dr.  Napier’s  ability 
as  a teacher  and  lecturer  on  Materia  Medica  and 
Therapeutics,  and  our  hope  that  he  may  be  successful 
in  his  present  candidature. 


Alexander, W. C., l.f.p.s.g.,l.r.c.p.  & s.e. 
Ashton,  Harold,  ,,  ,, 

Babes,  C.  J.,  m.b.,  c.m. 

Bostock,  R.,  L.F.P.S.G.,  I..R.C.P.& S.E. 
Edwards,  Chas.  S.,  ,,  ,, 

Fenwick,  James, 

Glen,  John  C., 

Hill,  A.  Arthur, 
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Huxley,  C.  R.,l.f.p.s.g., l.r.c.p.  &s.e. 
Kitchin,  James,  ,,  ,, 

Melville,  Wm.,  ,,  ,, 

Macintosh,  John,  ,,  ,, 

Phillips,  Alic,  ,,  ,, 

Rawlings,  F.,  „ ,, 

Richards,  D.  E.,  ,,  ,, 


